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Into the Unknown
Ry - v/——8RK¥ SELZER, Tobias

Oh, hey, T A IZ 5 1%, Me? I'm Tobias ( b E 7 X ), a 25-year-old German who is studying applied
computer science in his master’s program at Hochschule Hannover. Why did | come to Japan? Funny
story, | was never really into Asia or Japan, that’s what | thought at first. But nevertheless, | always
wanted to travel around the world, so when a very good friend showed me a few years ago how
enriching a semester abroad can be, | knew that was it, that's what | had to do! During my master's
degree, | learned that a semester abroad was possible, so | let my group of friends persuade me to
B go to Japan. At first, it really scared me. My first trip abroad, my first flight was going to be to Japan?!
To the other side of the world? But | also thought to myself, “I've always wanted to get to know other
* cultures from more than just a book or the internet.” Besides, it would be a chance to further my
| education, experience exciting things, and, above all, make new friends. My uncle finally convinced

me to sign up. Tokyo, 6 a.m. local time. Completely exhausted, full of adrenaline, overwhelmed by
everything that was happening around me, was my first experience in Japan falling asleep on a bench at the airport while
waiting for my friend, who still had about 8 hours to go to Tokyo. Even though it sounds like everything didn't go so well at
first, this and my other experiences showed me that | can surpass myself and somehow master any situation.

In the evening, with almost no knowledge of Japan, the language, or what
the next six months would look like for me, | arrived in Hiroshima. Very
quickly, however, it became clear how interesting life in Japan and at HCU
can be. | was able to participate in impressive events, was taught Japanese
by a very motivating teacher, traveled a lot in Japan, and even dared to
go to South Korea on my own. | also got to know bright and open-minded
people who introduced me to Japan in a way that tourists probably never
get to experience. Some of these encounters have turned into friendships,
while others have faded away. Not everything is perfect; of course there are
always challenges or unfriendly people, that's just how it is when you travel.
Nevertheless, looking back, | can say that my semester abroad gave me
so much, | got to meet so many friendly, helpful, and inspiring people, that
| would describe it as probably the most important step of my life. | would

. . "A photo from a lesson. Nami-san discovers that
even go so far as to say that | have come to appreciate Japan, its people,  there is something special about counting in German.

and its culture so much that | don't really want to go back to Germany. This  Numbers are usually read from left to right, but tens are
is also why | extended my exchange to a full year. read from right to left."

But now a few words about language exchange. During my studies, | decided to pass on my native language, English,
and my experiences as an exchange student. Thanks to the Language Center, | was able to teach German and English to
more than 10 Japanese students in one-on-one lessons, while improving my own Japanese. We laughed a lot, exchanged
experiences, and helped each other to better understand our native languages and English.

Finally, | would like to encourage anyone interested in studying abroad to take the chance, even if it seems at first that you
will face impossible challenges. There is always a solution, so don't let it get you down, stay curious, and try new things
whenever you can. | would also like to thank all my acquaintances and friends for the wonderful time | had in Japan. To all
the professors and staff who made many interesting topics as easy to understand as possible and always helped me when
| had problems. You have all truly enriched my life. £53&HBYMNESTELVELTE,

( )
B« O\ —VKRFYT—RI—)L 2024 - 2025 ERURERERT

MHFULDZRUELREE | 341 TDIIIVKE

BEEVI—BTXYIY—T, 84 - VINA—VREYI—RI—LEMEIZDEHAREBRERTELEL .

: ERZEH4GF KT BICSA
P10 1B~ 10831 B : ¥Y—X5—)L 2025 SNk
f EHPWSE A-HSA, ERPHIE S-TSA

28, ZBLLWEEDLASAMEHDAET, O5/0—2KRETOWELEIRD. 25
DEFERPCBERIZOVNTHE, RTATSLADSMERFLTLSAICIXETHLEEIZLS
BREBYELT,

6 16 H~9A 30 AICERRLI-ATHESRE NEHEFXER. BARXRIOIIL, B
HMLDZITANTE] TIE, ERPEERE [ BRSAER/IRIL TUENESYS 2024 =
Gt—?i%ﬁi’z‘wﬁ’—m DEFLHYEL:. BEOHFESADSMEXAZKATT, BT EADWER D




Hiroshima City University
Language Center Newsletter No.75

2025 FERTH SRS

WSREWHDR (720> BRiE DE (XS5 ! ﬁ
PHEE (3 - BoHEE) ERENSEIES] EIVET I, LEHRENDY & HRERES |
PTVBEEERHL, SUS—ISTUITRAETVE LR, Uo< YIEBLEZVAIL SRR =
EEECHEEAAETT. ROTHMLADEETL, _
B : 488H (K ~8B8A (&) &’ PN
SR ERTUY— SUT—ISIUY o S
& 4B A - ILXT (FEEE) ASLRYIR (HEE
58 IIHOPfEY (FEE NS—IN—TFI (B
68 tIT« ! (J3VREH) TyvaviqauRyI I FyRLIIZY PART ONE (358
TH  RRVY - RT BOHARNERER ool (3558 NUTEARBINTY | (8BEE)
88 NMRU—=I-Za2—IHI2 (HE
JLPT N1-N5 #2514 V/I\—J1&E (BEFEEWR)
BPEENRE LT LPT BABENRBNEOA > ¢ 2025 FEFHENE
SAVEBRTAN @5—Zv%) ERMELELR, & FENE | JPTHASEDGENGRET A b
S PTSRABEN D1 AEET. SHEB™IC2 o HRLAL D NT~NS2LAY
BRORRHBER, TOREBLACRENE 1 ool [ SB7E B 7R8I
MNTEELT, 2025 FELIHOLEMLET. : =kl Pt : )
FAOT 3 A

BRHBBFENA VT VI TRBFBTIOII L

[CALL EBEH | e S—Z 2V JHEE] LRAIZSABRDMIC,
YRZVT. V=T a7 SGEEF LI 70d > LHdG
D, #hox 1 sBTSHELET,

L7237F Y54 ERE

RVI=RVDAV A VRIFE LYy A ZRHE L. Z5EH
BICAE—FVIT AN Z2RBIZTOI T L, EERTZ
B L RRBEICRBEROFRPHEN TR ENE T,

SEEIRINE Tl AIEARERRET & ERHARHO 2 @

SRR 7H28H (B) ~8A15H (&) EHLE LT, BHEBERHAEEEMTIETT.
RHEHAR 9B1H (A ~9A830H (W
SEEAH —E7O07S L 174 | GIEE))
JRZVT%ER 34 SEHR 5826H (B) ~682H8 (B)
J—F a7 34 Sy | 6860 (£) ~785H (&)
SGEEER 44 SEAR 124 (BIHEZHHE 84)
SGEERE 0%
[ERdr]
™ X !F,TJ SEHAR] 7H258 (&) ~8H1H (&)
‘Wl BT = 0 8888 &) ~9A68 (D)
e | ZEAK 0% (BIR&ZihE64)
Merueddirsy 2 RER x
= SEEN 7,980 M
fhewt iy ia * (R 70%) TRE—F VI TR b 2 @%E) T, FEHK.
5 ,
RBHRE #47H 20254 118 58
68168 /\/—N—BRAZHE £ 7 BEMIXFEFEIE—
7E8H  hEEEw T731-3194 LREMEREMEKNEZER 3-4-1
7108 LEERFRSEER W & EAEHZE. HEBER
7B H BKrEeEER - - BFELEEER Phone (082)830-1509 [Rfg: 6410]
7HB16 H 1{EEEEER Fax (082)830-1794
1A 108 EESZFFKPTA &~ W E-mail  lang@m.hiroshima-cu.ac.jp B L
e :‘.M‘i' ) https://calllang hiroshima—-cu.ac.jp/lang /index html R4
o




