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My Visit to the Language Center

On January 11, 2023, | took a tour of the Language Center at Hiroshima City Uni-
versity. Ms. Horimoto was a gracious host and showed me the student lounge, the
i self-study area, and classrooms equipped with the latest technology for teaching
| was especially interested in the language exchange program that
| Ms. Horimoto managed and coordinated. Students could choose what language
they wanted to study (based on the languages being offered) and are paired with
a partner to practice both the target language and Japanese. What a great way to
learn another language and, at the same time, make a friend! Students could also
visit the lounge to watch CNN streaming all day or, when scheduled, enjoy a movie being shown on the big screen. |
hope the Language Center continues to be a wonderful and important resource for students interested in improving

LiR—) https://www. ipec. okayama—u. ac. jp/lcafe/about/
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Meet the Language Tutors!
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Learning Languages Can Bring Us Together
FHFHESR BLAEERE EDMIER, Matthew

My name is Matthew, | am originally from
the Chicago area in the United States of
America. | moved to Hiroshima in April
of 2022, and am currently in my second
year in the Graduate School of Peace
Studies. During my first year | taught
English in the Language Center.

Tutoring at the Language Center has
been a rewarding experience and one
of the highlights of my Hiroshima City
University experience so far. Not only

=
O+ IXRT
have | been able to see my students grow in ability and
confidence in English, but it has also given me a chance to
improve my Japanese.

Being a Language utor has allowed me to meet students
from different places that | would not have met otherwise.
As many of my students come from the international faculty,
from different countries, we have had many engaging
conversations regarding our respective cultures and
international events. | myself have learned much about
growing up and living in Japan, and China, and how it
differs from my own upbringing and experience in the United
States.

As someone studying peace, | think it is incredibly valuable
to be able to have these
engaging intercultural
conversations. It allows us
to understand each other
better and show that we can
all live and have fun together
regardless of where we
come from. | look forward to
hopefully having more of the
same in the coming year.
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