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Let the Great Presentations
in Argentina Inspire You!

EFRFEHEERR
Carol RINNERT

* Although I personally have
serious doubts about the
truth of Mr. Abe’s claims
regarding the Fukushima situation, there is no doubt
in anyone’s mind that all the Japanese IOC presenters
did an outstanding job of conveying their messages
effectively to the audience in Argentina and around
the world. I was particularly impressed with the way
those talking in English managed to communicate
their sincerity and strong enthusiasm to their listeners.
They showed that one does not have to sound like
a native speaker of a language to speak extremely
persuasively. Of course, these speakers must have all
benefited from expert coaching. Nevertheless, I think
their performances should be a great inspiration to
HCU students, who can learn from their success.
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As I see it, the two most important factors
underlying their successful speeches were the
strong content and the effective connection with the
audience. The key to the strong content was the
inclusion of powerful, specific details, such as the
moving, personal stories of some of the speakers,
the large numbers cited (e.g., of young people in
Asia and of billions of dollars earmarked for the
Olympics in Tokyo), and the pictures provided
to illustrate many of the points. The keys to the
connection with the audience included the direct
eye contact (nobody was reading their speech), the
focus on getting the meaning of the message across
to the listeners, and the natural-appearing body
language (smiling and gestures), as well as the slow,
clear way of speaking without shouting or distorting
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the pronunciation.

I hope that HCU students, especially those taking
my English debating skills class, will be able
to incorporate these strategies into their own
presentations. Here is some advice that may prove
helpful: Choose a topic you care about; support
your ideas with specific evidence (examples and
statistics); establish and keep eye contact with
your audience; concentrate on the meaning of your
message while you’re speaking (don’t let yourself
get distracted by thinking about the impression you
are making); and practice many times in front of a
mirror and/or friends so your body language looks

and feels natural. \
,ﬂ(\*
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*BPW Japan: National Federation of Business and Professional Women' s Club of Japan
**CSW: Commission on the Status of Women
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