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| Some quiet mornings, when I awake, I am
- surprised to sleepily realize that I am lying on a
~ futon in a tatami room. How did this happen? I

usually smile silently, as although my life path
so far is not something I ever imagined, I am very much enjoying
the journey.

I was born and grew up beside the sea in a suburb of Dublin, the
capital city of Ireland. Dublin is similar in size to Hiroshima,
and like Hiroshima, while it is cosmopolitan, it also possesses
a friendly, almost local feel. I attended university right in the
vibrant centre of the city, and this experience took me out of the
small world of my childhood, and exposed me to people from
all walks of life — rich and poor, happy and angry, those from
other parts of the country and other countries. I started to become
fascinated with places, faces, people and all the different ways of
communicating, enjoying and thinking. I started asking questions.

My first experience working abroad was my first university
summer, when I travelled and worked across some Spanish
islands. Due to the location of Spain, I also met a lot of African
workers and travellers, which opened up another world to me.
I spent my next university summer backpacking around Africa,
surviving using my not very excellent French. But my eyes and
mind were opened, alive to how much I could learn every day
(in later years, I worked on collaborative education programmes

between Ireland and Africa). In my final year of university, I had a
‘happy accident’, when a friend gave me the novel Dance Dance
Dance by Haruki Murakami. I decided very quickly one day. I was
going to Japan.

Since that day, I have lived in Japan, left and worked elsewhere,
and returned again. Now, I am delighted to be making my life here
in Hiroshima and at HCU.

At HCU, I am teaching cross-cultural courses and English
communication courses. I am also researching how learning
happens, so that we can understand it more clearly. I hope that I
can help students see how much potential learning can unlock,
and how much potential every individual student has, particularly
if they decide to take control and be active in their learning lives.
Learning success is not controlled by teachers (though good
teachers are a great help!), but largely by learners themselves.

In my life, I have sometimes been told “You can’t do that’. Well,
while I have received much good advice in my life, I did not
listen to this piece of advice. Why? Because it is nonsense. My
experience has shown me, if you want to do something, small or
big, and have the passion to persevere through both ups and downs,
you possibly can. You can definitely try. I hope you enjoy your
journey.
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